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Who we help 

mailto:homelessnessinquiry@parliament.vic.gov.au
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How we work

Our legal outreach partners 
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Our work with people experiencing homelessness 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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SUMMARY OF
IMCL RECOMMENDATIONS 

IMPROVING HOUSING ACCESSIBILITY AND SECURITY: PREVENTING 
HOMELESSNESS AT ITS ROOTS 

 

 

PREVENTING EVICTIONS SO PEOPLE DON’T FALL INTO HOMELESSNESS 

 

 

 

 

IMPROVED MENTAL HEALTH RESPONSES 

 

 

 

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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HOMELESSNESS CAUSED BY FAMILY VIOLENCE INTERVENTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MENTAL HEALTH, FAMILY VIOLENCE AND POLICE RESPONSES 
 

 

 

REFORMS TO THE SUMMARY OFFENCES ACT 1966 (VIC) 

 

 

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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HOMELESS PERSONS COURT 

 

 

 

SPENT CONVICTION SCHEME 

 

BAIL CONDITIONS 

 

 

INFRINGEMENTS AND HOMELESSNESS 

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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REDUCED THRESHOLD TO PROVE HOMELESSNESS 

 

 

REINSTATE THE SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES LIST 

 

PROPORTIONAL INFRINGEMENTS SYSTEM 

 

 

ADDRESSING HOMELESSNESS AND THE FAMILY LAW SYSTEM 

 

 

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO  

HOMELESSNESS IN VICTORIA 

 

1. HOMELESSNESS IN VICTORIA 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://www.abs.gov.au/Ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/2049.0Appendix12016?opendocument&tabname=Notes&prodno=2049.0&issue=2016&num=&view
https://www.abs.gov.au/Ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/2049.0Appendix12016?opendocument&tabname=Notes&prodno=2049.0&issue=2016&num=&view
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Latestproducts/4922.0Main%20Features22012?opendocument&tabn
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4 
 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/position-statements/out-of-the-shadows/911-out-of-the-shadows-domestic-and-family-violence-a-leading-cause-of-homelessness-in-australia/file
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/position-statements/out-of-the-shadows/911-out-of-the-shadows-domestic-and-family-violence-a-leading-cause-of-homelessness-in-australia/file
http://www.nwhn.net.au/Human-Rights---Housing-Homelessness.aspx
http://www.nwhn.net.au/Human-Rights---Housing-Homelessness.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cescr.aspx
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/TBSearch.aspx?Lang=En&CountryID=9
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/2049.0
https://melbourneinstitute.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/2202865/Scutella_et_al_Journeys_Home_Research_Report_W6.pdf
https://melbourneinstitute.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/2202865/Scutella_et_al_Journeys_Home_Research_Report_W6.pdf
file://///dcserver1/Data/9.%20LAW%20REFORM%20&%20PROJECTS/Law%20Reform/10_2019-20/Homelessness%20Inquiry%20Vic%20Parliament/DRAFTS/%3chttps:/s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic.rcvmhs.files/5615/6591/2098/Homeless_Outreach_Psychiatric_Services__Alfred_Health_and_Melbourne_Health.pdf
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2. PREVENTING HOMELESSNESS  

A. Improving housing accessibility and security: Preventing homelessness 
at its roots 

                                            

 

12

- 
- 

- 

- 

- 
- 

-  

http://www.imcl.org.au/
file://///dcserver1/Data/9.%20LAW%20REFORM%20&%20PROJECTS/Law%20Reform/10_2019-20/Homelessness%20Inquiry%20Vic%20Parliament/DRAFTS/%3chttps:/s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic.rcvmhs.files/5615/6591/2098/Homeless_Outreach_Psychiatric_Services__Alfred_Health_and_Melbourne_Health.pdf
file://///dcserver1/Data/9.%20LAW%20REFORM%20&%20PROJECTS/Law%20Reform/10_2019-20/Homelessness%20Inquiry%20Vic%20Parliament/DRAFTS/%3chttps:/s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic.rcvmhs.files/5615/6591/2098/Homeless_Outreach_Psychiatric_Services__Alfred_Health_and_Melbourne_Health.pdf
https://www.sgsep.com.au/assets/main/SGS-Economics-and-Planning_RAI_Nov_2018_-_high_quality.pdf
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/SCLSI/Public_Housing_Renewal_Program/LSIC_58-11_PHRP_Text_WEB.pdf
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/images/stories/committees/SCLSI/Public_Housing_Renewal_Program/LSIC_58-11_PHRP_Text_WEB.pdf
https://imcl.org.au/assets/downloads/submissions/Abbotsford%20St%20signed%202017.10.16.pdf
https://imcl.org.au/news/housing/duplicate-of-submission-to-the-social-housing-renewal-standing-advisory-committee-at-planning-panels-victoria
https://imcl.org.au/news/housing/duplicate-of-submission-to-the-social-housing-renewal-standing-advisory-committee-at-planning-panels-victoria
https://imcl.org.au/news/housing/duplicate-of-abbotsford-st-public-housing-redevelopment-%E2%80%93-fact-sheet
https://imcl.org.au/news/housing/duplicate-of-abbotsford-st-public-housing-redevelopment-%E2%80%93-fact-sheet
https://imcl.org.au/news/housing/duplicate-of-imcl-lawyer-molly-williams-and-client-les-speak-to-the-age-about-the-human-side-of-the-public-housing-renewal-program
https://imcl.org.au/news/housing/duplicate-of-imcl-lawyer-molly-williams-and-client-les-speak-to-the-age-about-the-human-side-of-the-public-housing-renewal-program
https://imcl.org.au/news/housing/imcl-on-abc-radio-nationals-law-report-program
https://imcl.org.au/news/housing/imcl-on-3cr-community-radio-done-by-law-program
https://imcl.org.au/news/housing/public-housing-renewal-project
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Recommendation: 

 

 

B. Preventing evictions so people don’t fall into homelessness 

                                            

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://cur.org.au/cms/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/understanding-the-impacts-of-phrp-final-5-6-19.pdf
https://cur.org.au/cms/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/understanding-the-impacts-of-phrp-final-5-6-19.pdf
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/2019/housing-and-homelessness
https://www.pc.gov.au/research/ongoing/report-on-government-services/2019/housing-and-homelessness
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/homelessness-services/specialist-homelessness-services-2017-18/contents/clients-services-and-outcomes
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/homelessness-services/specialist-homelessness-services-2017-18/contents/clients-services-and-outcomes
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http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://www.sgsep.com.au/assets/main/SGS-Economics-and-Planning_RAI_Nov_2018_-_high_quality.pdf
https://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/tenancy-management-manual-temporary-absence-operational-guidelines-word
https://justiceconnect.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/JCHL-Submission-to-Royal-Commission-into-Victorias-Mental-Health-System-July-2019.pdf
https://justiceconnect.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/JCHL-Submission-to-Royal-Commission-into-Victorias-Mental-Health-System-July-2019.pdf
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http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2017-11/Tenancy-management-manual-arrears.docx
https://justiceconnect.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Homeless-Law-response-to-the-security-of-tenure-issues-paper-December-2015.pdf
https://justiceconnect.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Homeless-Law-response-to-the-security-of-tenure-issues-paper-December-2015.pdf
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Case study

KEITH – COMPLIANCE AND EVICTION INSTEAD  

OF TREATMENT AND SUPPORT. 

Recommendation:  

 

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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C. Improved Mental Health Responses 

                                            

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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Case Study 

MEGAN – KEEPING MEGAN IN HER HOME. 

                                            

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-rcvmhs.files/9215/6513/7243/Victorian_Mental_Illness_Awareness_Council.pdf
https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-rcvmhs.files/9215/6513/7243/Victorian_Mental_Illness_Awareness_Council.pdf
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Recommendation: 

 

 

 

 

D. Preventing homelessness caused by family violence intervention 

                                            

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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i. Preventing homelessness among women affected by family violence 

                                            

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/position-statements/out-of-the-shadows/911-out-of-the-shadows-domestic-and-family-violence-a-leading-cause-of-homelessness-in-australia/file
https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/publications/position-statements/out-of-the-shadows/911-out-of-the-shadows-domestic-and-family-violence-a-leading-cause-of-homelessness-in-australia/file
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Case study 

ARINI - HOMELESSNESS AND FAMILY VIOLENCE. 

                                            

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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Recommendation:  

 

 

 

 

ii. Preventing homelessness among women displaced by intervention orders 

                                            

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://womenslegal.org.au/files/file/Snapshot%20of%20Police%20Family%20Violence%20Intervention%20Order%20applications%2029.10%20(002).pdf
https://womenslegal.org.au/files/file/Snapshot%20of%20Police%20Family%20Violence%20Intervention%20Order%20applications%2029.10%20(002).pdf
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Case study 

CHIN - ONGOING HOMELESSNESS DUE TO FAMILY VIOLENCE. 

 

 

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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Recommendation: 

 

 

iii. Preventing homelessness among respondents in intervention order 
matters. 

Recommendation: 

 

iv. Mental health, family violence and police responses 

                                            

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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Recommendation: 

 

 

3. REDUCING THE IMPACT OF EXISTING HOMELESSNESS 

B. Reforms to the criminal justice system 

                                            

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/the-patient-had-planned-his-suicide-but-the-crisis-team-was-busy-20181106-p50edk.html
https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/the-patient-had-planned-his-suicide-but-the-crisis-team-was-busy-20181106-p50edk.html
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a. Reforms to the Summary Offences Act 1966 (Vic) 

i. Begging and Gathering Alms 

Case Study 

MICHELLE – SITTING ON THE STREET LANDS HER IN COURT. 

                                            

 

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-18/calls-for-ban-on-begging-to-be-lifted/7943714
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Recommendation:

 

 

 

 

b. Drunk in public 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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Case Study 

ARTHUR - NO BED TO ‘SLEEP IT OFF’. 

Recommendation: 

 

 

                                            

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://justiceconnect.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Consultation-on-the-Victoria-Police-Field-Contact-Policy-and-Cross-Cultural-Training-Submission-August-2013.pdf
https://justiceconnect.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Consultation-on-the-Victoria-Police-Field-Contact-Policy-and-Cross-Cultural-Training-Submission-August-2013.pdf
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c. Move On Offences 

Case study 

AADEN - NOWHERE ELSE TO GO. 

                                            

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/files/web-pdf/Justice%20Project/JP%20Submissions/S98%20-%202017%2010%2006%20-%20%20Yfoundations.pdf
https://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/files/web-pdf/Justice%20Project/JP%20Submissions/S98%20-%202017%2010%2006%20-%20%20Yfoundations.pdf
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Recommendation: 

 

 

ii. Homeless Persons Court 

Recommendation: 

 

 

 

                                            

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://melbourneinstitute.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/2202865/Scutella_et_al_Journeys_Home_Research_Report_W6.pdf
https://melbourneinstitute.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/2202865/Scutella_et_al_Journeys_Home_Research_Report_W6.pdf
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iii. Spent Conviction Scheme 

Case Study 

DWAYNE – FROM PSYCHIATRIC CARE TO THE STREETS. 

                                            

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://melbourneinstitute.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/2202865/Scutella_et_al_Journeys_Home_Research_Report_W6.pdf
https://melbourneinstitute.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/2202865/Scutella_et_al_Journeys_Home_Research_Report_W6.pdf
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Recommendation: 

 

iv. Bail Conditions 

Recommendation: 

 

 

B. INFRINGEMENTS AND HOMELESSNESS 

                                            

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/files/web-pdf/Justice%20Project/Final%20Report/People%20who%20are%20Homeless%20%28Part%201%29.pdf
https://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/files/web-pdf/Justice%20Project/Final%20Report/People%20who%20are%20Homeless%20%28Part%201%29.pdf
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Recommendation: 

 

i. Reduced Threshold to Prove Homelessness 

                                            

  

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/criminalising-homelessness-why-enforcement-is-not-the-answer/10095534
https://justiceconnect.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Sentencing-Advisory-Council-Fines-and-Infringements-Project-Submission-October-2013.pdf
https://justiceconnect.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Sentencing-Advisory-Council-Fines-and-Infringements-Project-Submission-October-2013.pdf
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Case Study 

YONAS - NOT HOMELESS ENOUGH. 

 

Recommendation:  

 

 

ii. Reinstate the Special Circumstances List 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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Case Study: 

STEVE - FINES DISMISSED THROUGH  

THE SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES LIST. 

                                            

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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Case Study 

DYLAN - FINES WITHOUT THE SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES LIST. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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iii. Proportional Infringements System 

Recommendation: 

 

 

4. ADDRESSING HOMELESSNESS AND THE FAMILY LAW 
SYSTEM 

a. Families that become homeless 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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b. Homelessness caused by relationship breakdown and family violence 

                                            

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
http://www.nwhn.net.au/admin/file/content101/c6/A-Better-Place-Victorian-Homelessness-2020-Strategy_1285220695133.pdf
http://www.nwhn.net.au/admin/file/content101/c6/A-Better-Place-Victorian-Homelessness-2020-Strategy_1285220695133.pdf
http://www.nwhn.net.au/admin/file/content101/c6/A-Better-Place-Victorian-Homelessness-2020-Strategy_1285220695133.pdf
http://www.nwhn.net.au/admin/file/content101/c6/A-Better-Place-Victorian-Homelessness-2020-Strategy_1285220695133.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2012/09/apo-nid30895-1137371.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2012/09/apo-nid30895-1137371.pdf
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Case Study 

YUSUF – THE CYCLE OF NO HOUSING AND  

NO ACCESS TO THE FAMILY LAW ORDERS. 

                                            

 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2012/09/apo-nid30895-1137371.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2012/09/apo-nid30895-1137371.pdf
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Case Study 

BILLY – HOMELESSNESS AND CHILD CONTACT. 

Recommendations:  

 

 

Conclusion 

http://www.imcl.org.au/
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http://www.imcl.org.au/
mailto:Lloyd.Murphy@imcl.org.au

